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SUBJECT: FIJI TROOPS MAY SERVE IN MID-EAST 

REF: SUVA 0637 

1 . THE FIJI TIMES OF 29 APRIL HEADLINED ITS FRONT-PGE 
STORY BASED ON A STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER, RATU 
SIR KAMISESE MARA, THAT FIJI HAD OFFERED TO CONTRIBUTE 
A CONTINGENT OF TROOPS TO THE UNITED NATIONS PEACE- 
KEEPING FORCES IN THE MIDDLE EAST. RATU MARA SAID THAT 
FIJI'S REPRESENTATIVE AT THE UN, MR. BERNARDO VUNIBIBO, 

TOLD THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL DR. WALDHEIM THAT FIJI, 

AS A MEMBER STATE OF THE UN, WOULD ALWAYS BE READY TO 
ASSOCIATE ITSELF WITH AND TO HELP THE UN IN DISCHARGING 
ITS RESPONSIBLITY OF MAINTAINING INTERNATIONAL PEACE 
AND SECURITY. 

2. IN ADDITION TO THE PRESS, RADIO FIJI PLAYED UP THE 
STORY IN SEVERAL NEWS BROADCASTS. 

3. ON MAY 1 THE STORY AGAIN HEADLINED PAGE ONE: 

PEACE FORCE IS POSSIBLE FOR 600 MEN. THE TIMES 
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REPORTED THAT THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MR. 

JIOJI KOTOBALAVU, SAID THAT "THERE ARE NO FIRM INDICATIONS 
AT THIS STAGE OF THE NUMBER OF TROOPS THE UNITED NATIONS 
WOULD REQUIRE, BUT IT IS LIKELY THAT IT COULD BE A 
BATTALION." A UN B ALTAI .ION WAS 600 TO 1000 MEN, HE SAID. 

4. IN A LENGTHY RADIO INTERVIEW WHICH WAS QUOTED EXTENSIVELY 
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IN THE PRESS, JK STRESSED THE POINT THAT PARTICIPATION 
OF FIJI IN THE UN PEACE FORCE WAS CONSISTENT WITH ITS 
OBLIGATION OF A UNITED NATIONS MEMBER AND WOULD PROVIDE 
VALUABLE OPPORTUNITY FOR TRAINING AND FAMILIARITY WITH 
MODERN EQUIPMENT AND MILITARY ORGANIZATION. 

5. THE PRESS REPORTED THAT THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL, 

DR. KURT WALDHEIM. HAD ANNOUNCED ACCEPTANCE IN PRINCIPLE 
OF FIJI'S OFFER. MR. KOTOBALAVU SAID FIJ WAS NOW WAITING 
DR. WALDHEIM S CONFIRMATION OF THIS AND FOR THE UN TO SET 
THE NUMBER OF TROOPS IT WOULD REQUIRE. IF FIJI SENT ABOUT 
600 SOLDIERS, THIS WOLD TAKE UP THE GREAT MAJORITY OF THE 
ROYAL FIJI MILITARY FORCES PRESENT STRENGTH OF JUST OVER 
770 MEN, ADDED TH TIMES. 

6. IN THE COURSE OF A 4 MAY CONVERSATION JIOJI KOTOBALAVU 
BROUGHT UP THE SUBJECT AND CORRECTLY DESCRIBED THE SITUATION 
AS DEPENDENT ON APPROVAL BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL OF THE 
INCREASE OF THE PEACE FORCE IN LEBANON FROM 4 TO 6 THOUSAND. 
HE ADDED THAT THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL HAS INFORMALLY 
ADVISED FUI TO PLAN FOR A CONTRIBUTIONOF 600 MEN. JK 

NOTED HOWEVER THAT THE ACTUAL DEPARTURE OF THE FIJI 
CONTINGENT MAY BE DELAYED PENDING NEGOTIATION WITH THE 
UN CONCERNING CERTAIN EXPENDTURES FOR THE MOVEMENT 
OF THE UNIT INVOLVED WHICH NORMALLY SHOULD BE BORNE BY THE 
DONOR COUNTRY BUT WHICH FUI BECAUSE OF ITS LIMITED 
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RESOURCES WILL NOT BE ABLE TO COVER ALONE. 

7. JK TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION FOR 
THE U.S. SUPPORT OF THE FIJIAN OFER TO MAKE A CONBTIBUTION 
TO THE UN FORCE I LEBANON. 

CONDON 
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